
 

 

MAYOR JERRY SANDERS 
PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                 
June 22, 2007                                                                   
          

SANDERS MAKES 2 APPOINTMENTS AND  
1 REAPPOINTMENT TO THE ETHICS COMMISSION 

 
SAN DIEGO – Mayor Jerry Sanders has appointed Krishna Haney and Richard Valdez 
and reappointed Larry Westfall to the Ethics Commission, subject to City Council 
confirmation.   
 
Krishna Haney is a Cum Laude graduate of the University of San Diego School of Law 
and practiced law as an associate attorney at LaBella & McNamara primarily focused on 
civil litigation, white collar criminal defense, receiverships, corporate compliance, and 
internal investigations. Ms. Haney’s experience in trial and appeal preparation, and her 
wealth of knowledge in both civil and criminal matters is extensive. She also practiced 
law at Simpson & Brenner, a plaintiffs’ personal injury firm. 
 
Along with Ms. Haney’s commitment to uphold the law, her desire to serve the 
community and citizens of San Diego is commendable. She has received various awards 
and honors as a law student and within the legal arena and is a member of the San Diego 
County Bar Association and the Association of Business Trial Lawyers. Ms. Haney’s 
current community involvement includes volunteer service with the American Red Cross 
and San Diego’s Community Emergency Response Team (CERT). Ms. Haney is a 
resident of Council District 2 and registered as a “Declined to State” voter. Ms. Haney 
will replace Karen Thomas, who does not wish to seek reappointment, for a term expiring 
June 30, 2011. 
 
Richard Valdez is a Partner at Sandler, Lasry, Laube, Byer & Valdez LLP specializing in 
general civil litigation, complex commercial litigation, disability access laws, and 
disability discrimination. In his 15 years in practice, Mr. Valdez has represented both 
plaintiffs and defendants in a variety of business disputes, product liability litigation, and 
civil rights litigation. Mr. Valdez served on the Judicial Evaluation Committee for the 
San Diego County Bar Association and the Board of Directors for the American Civil 
Liberties Union San Diego Imperial Counties.  
 
As a respected civic and community leader, Mr. Valdez  has actively participated in a 
variety of organizations over the years and currently serves as Chair of the San Diego 
LGBT Community Center and is a former member and Chair of the Access Center of San 



Diego’s Board of Directors. Mr. Valdez is a registered Democrat and resident of Council 
District 5. Mr. Valdez will replace Charles Dick, Jr., who does not wish to seek 
reappointment, for a term expiring June 30, 2011. 
 
Larry Westfall is a Certified Public Accountant and retired National Director of Deferred 
Compensation for Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. He currently serves as the Ethics 
Commission’s Vice President and has been very active in numerous community and 
professional organizations including the Greater North Park Community Planning 
Committee. Mr. Westfall is registered as a “Declined to State” voter and will be 
reappointed to the Ethics Commission for a term expiring June 30, 2011.    
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